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Local government officials stressing out about the costs of deaning up the Ch~eake Bay are being offered a little help- and a little cash- to take steps needed to control polluted runoff from their streets and 
parking lots.Officialswith the \).,§,_f:,nYlf9.0ID.9DJ.9L_I?!:9.1~1Jgo_8g9.!Jgy and the N9!i.Q.IJ§I.f.J.?h.§IJQ.VV.iJgl_ll.f§'.F.9i,JDQ1:!119.0 announca:l they're offering local officials throughout the bay region $4 million in grants and technical assistance for 
designing and installing "green infrastructure." The "Local Government Green Infrastructure Initiative," as it's called, will let local officials compete for grants of up to $750,000 eoch on projocts that both green their communities and help 
improve water quality in streans, rivers and the bay_ Road maintenance, park enhancements and public facilities renovations would qualify_Some Maryland counties and Baltimore city projoct having to spend hundrEds of millions of dollars 
each on storm drain retrofits and other costly pollution control projocts to comply with the baywide "poll uti on diet" impose::l by EPA. Officials says these grants are meant to encourage local officials to makethooo investments by 
demonstrating that the proj octs have other benefits for their communities besides clean water. 

, ................ n ...... The building at the comer of Arch and 17th streets in Phi I adelphia looks I ike an average I ibrary, fi lied with polished wooden shelves groaning under the strain of books, reports and documents. The information 
contained in these reports is far from average, however. The room is the Environmental Protoction Agency's FEderal Reeding Room, the only one of its kind in Pennsylvania. Its shelves arefilled with risk management plans from hazardous 
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chemical foci lities.Want to peek at these reports? Make an appointment and have your photo identificction rea:Jy- that's all it takes to get inside. But, as both industry representatives a1d a::lvococy groups agree, there's nothing wrong with 
diECiosi ng this information to the public. 

u"' u.,..,,..,llll James River AS&Jciation' s nw IRiy§rlfjqrgltJqm~program can help homeowners tffie steps to improve water quality and maybe save money in the process. The nw certification initiative recognizes and educates 
homeowners throughout Vi rgi ni as watershed who are attempting to reduce the cmount of stormwater and poll uti on I eavi ng their property to improve water quality. River Hero Homes gives homeowners across the watershed easy-to­
understand plans on how they Cal reducestormwater runoff from their property. With steps I ike picking up after pets, reducing terti lizer a1d installing rain barrels, people can have a River Hero Home and help the environment. To get started, 
homeowners can vi sit JRA' sf ree, on I i neiRLAf19ffQ:llgt,~ll~9f to determine how much runoff and poll uti on is I eavi ng their home annual I y. After com pi eti ng the cal cui ator, users can revi EM' results and decide a poll uti on-reduction project that best 
fits the homeowner's needs. Projects range from installing rain barrels to pi anti ng a rain garden. 

A pilot project to make map-based information about watershed health and threats avai I able online at a high level of detail has reached a milestone. Watershed groups, county planners and others looking for the highest 
conservation or restoration priorities will be helped by the West Virginia Watershed Assessment Pilot Project, a project of the Nature Conservancy and the state Department of Environmental Protection under funding from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. The Nature Conservancy is rea:Jy to share its progress over the past year with stakeholders in the Elk and Monongahela watersheds. "The goal for these workshops is to present what we are proposing as an 
i nteractiveweb tool and as a report and getting feedback about what works for (stakeholders), what they would I ike to see, what doesn't working for them," said Ruth Thornton, the Nature Conservancy's conservaion information manager. 

C E:AICorlgn3SSI'nan Bob Goodlatte introduced legislaion to stop a federal push to introduce aggressive nw stormwater quality measures. On Monday, during a stop in Lynchburg, Goodlatte, 
R-6th, said his bill would" halt this EPA power grab" and restore authority to the states where it belongs. "This has really been federal bureaucracy run wild without any check against it," he said of the reoent action taken by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. "This legislation is about providing a check against what they' retrying to do." Goodlatte, whose district includes Lynchburg, has been a vocal critic of the EPA's nw stormwater progrcm and its plan to 
impose harsher penalties on non-complaint localities. The requirements, aimed at cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay, led the city to create a nw stormwater ma1agement fee, effective July 1. The feewi II be levied against all developed city 
properties. Exact rates have not yet been set. City Council has not been able to agree on how much to charge. Under the rate proposed by staff, first-year fee revenues would reach $2.6 million. Councilman Turner Perrow- a critic of the EPA 
who testified before a Congressional subcommittee about his concerns last November- said revenues eventually may need to reach $15 million or more. Goodlatte said the EPA is expanding its authority in ways not authorized by the I aN. By 
threatening to take action against areas that do not meet their sta1dards, he said the agency is usurping the authority Congress intended to rest with the staes. "We need to halt this EPA power grab and do it the right way," he said." ... The 
states have the authority here and ought to be allowed to move forward in a fashion that makes sense." States in the bay watershed are not getting credit for the strides ma::le over the past 25 years, including reducing sediment pollution by more 
tha1 50 percent a1d phosphorous and nitrogen poll uti on by more tha140 percent, Goodlatte said. 

December, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency issued a final rule intended to reduce electric utility emissions of mercury and other air toxics. The EPA projected that less than 5,000 
megaNatts of older coal-fueled genercting plants would be retired as a result of its Mercury a1d Air Toxics Standards rule. The United Mine Workers of America and other unions met with EPA officials repeatedly over the course of the 
rulemaking to share our analysis of the rule's potential impacts and to recommend several improvements to it. Our study suggested that up to 56,000 megaNattsof electric generating capocity a: smaller a1d older plants could be "at risk" of 
premaure closure. We told EPA that as many as 54,000 directjobswere at risk in the utility, mining and rail transport sectors, in a::ldition to 200,000 jobs in related industries and communities impacted by plant closures. We also ma::le it clear 
tha we supported the rule's basic objective of reducing mercury and other harmful emissions. Our principal concerns were the ina::lequatetime provided for compliance and the feasibility of meeting rome of the proposed emission limits with 
different types of coal. But the EPA ignored our concerns. I nstea:J, the agency erected a rule that not only will cause far more negative effects on the utility and coal industries than it iswilli ng to a::lmit; the rule will also make it next to 
impossible for nw coal-fired power plants to be bui It based on current technologies. This is ba::l pol icy and has the potential for serious repercussions for our nation's energy security. We are now seeing the tip of the job loss iceberg that wi II 
result from this rule. FirstEnergy, American Electric Power and other utilities have announced the closures of several plants in Ohio, Pennsylva1ia a1d West Virginia, directly affecting hundreds of plant workers and thousands of jobs in 
surrounding communities. Some of these pla1tswere ~eduled to be closed anyway-- though not as quickly-- but many were not. 

natural gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania-- an economic boon tha must be weighed against environmental impact-- has been I iterally shffien up by events in 
neighboring Ohio, reminding everyone that water quality is not the only issue for concern. In December, a dozen minor earthquakes occurred near a 9, 184-foot deep well drilled to dispose of wastwater from the drilling process. Experts from 
Columbia University believed the Northstar No. 1 disposal well owned by D& L Energy, five miles from Youngstown, was linked to the quakes. As a result, officials in Ohio shut it down along with four other wells nearby pending a1 
investigation. That caution was vindicated last week with the release of a preliminary report by the Ohio Department of Natural Rerources. WhileD& L said the findings were premature in the absence of nEM' testing, the ODNC relied on 
seismic monitors to determi nethat the earthquakes were linked to "coincidental events," including the presence of a previously unknown geologic fault line. It is importa1t to differentiate between drilling for natural gas and drilling a deep 
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injoction well to dispose of wastwater from thefrocking process (water which, in this case, cane from Pennsylvania). It is also worth remembering that these quakes-- rete::! between 2.7 and 4.0 for severity-- cause::! no serious damage. This 
unusual series of events is therefore not an argument to ceasethesea-ch for gas in theM arcellus Shale; it is instead a reminder that sp~ial caution is callEd for when injoction wells are being contemplate::! at exceptional depths. If a fault can go 
undetocte::l in Ohio, so can it in Pennsylvania Common sense suggests that proximity to population centers should be an important factor .This state can learn from Ohio, although Pennsylvania leaves regulation of disposal wells to the U.S. 
Environmental Protoction Agency instead of a state agency. Pennsylvania has six injoction wells, another two approve::! but are under appeal and another being considerEd in Venango County. There is no need for anyone to quake in their boots, 
but caution is advise::!. 

'-<=""''-A<=''"' VERONA- U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlctte, R-6th, organize::! a stakeholders' roundtable on the Environmental Protoction Agency's Chesapeake Bay Cleanup plan at the Augusta County Government 
Center on Monday afternoon. The hour and a half meeting range::! from suggestions to improve the EPA plan, to criticism of the plan, to ways to pre.tent the EPA from continuing to implement the plan. "Every community in Virginia is going 
to be facing a much higher burden than competing states like North Carolina (that aren't in the Chesapeake Bay Wctershe::l," Goodlattetold the group of agriculture industry representatives and state and local government officials. One purpose 
of the meeting wasta rally support for the Chesapeake Bay Reauthorization and Improvement Act, which Goodlatte introduce::! to the House Agriculture Committee last week. Goodlatte hopes to hold hearings on the bill soon, he said. "We 
have a lot of work to do" to pass the bill, Goodlattesaid, but the bill"has got to be pursue::! along with other avenues such as cutting off funding to the EPA and the lwsuits" that have been file::! against the EPA by the American Farm Bureau 
and others. Someenvi ronmental groups, notably the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, have criticize::! the bill as an attempt to "undermine the pollution limits currently in place, derail clean-up efforts and undercut the fEderal government's role in 
making sure all Americans have access to clean, swimmable, fishable waters." 

EASTON --The Talbot County Planning Commission and Talbot County Council concur that the best action plan for the state's Wctershe::llmplementation Plan (WI P) is for the county to have 
flexibility to pursue the best and most cost effoctive pollution rEduction methods. The plan is a document of strategies on how eachj urisdiction in the64,000-square-mi le Chesapeake Bay watershEd will meet the fEderally mandate::! Bay 
pollution diet. That diet is a series of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TM DL) that prescribe how much pollution a body of water can handle and still meet wcter quality le.tels. Eachj urisdiction, including Maryland, submittEd WI Ps during phase 
one, which the U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency approve::! in late 2011. Phase two involves local governments, which also must de.telop detailEd strategies on how to meet local pollution load requirements. At its March 7 meeting, the 
Talbot County Planning Commission discussEd r~mmendctions to forward to the state. "I just think they need to look at a cost benefit study," said Commissioner Michael Sullivan. "It's somwhere in the $60 to $80 million range to basically 
take care of a(37,000 pound) problem for nitrogen and 380,000 pound problem coming from agriculture. The number that was thrown out at the meeting last week was $66 mi Ilion to remove 37,000 pounds. I would rather give the $66 million 
to farmers and solve the 380,000-pound problem and we'll deal with the37,000 later. That is how I look at thewholethi ng." 

President Barack Obamawill visit Largo on Thursday to give an address on American energy, White House officials said Monday. Theaddresscomesat a critical time, when ~nomistssay rising gasoline prices are 
dragging on the nation's ~nomic r~very. Polls indicate rising prices ct the pump are also hurting Obama' s approval rating as he heads into this year's eloction.Detai Is of the event, including where the president will speak, were not 
immEdiately available. Nearly five in 10 voters gave Obama negative marks on energy, according to a Wamington Post-ABC Nws poll release::! Monday. Republican presidential candidates Mitt Romney and Rick Santorum have both triEd to 
cast the higher prices as a result of the administration's policies. Not including trips to Joint BaseAndre,vs in Prince George's County, where he regularly boards Air Force One, Obama last visitEd Maryland in January when he spoke in 
Cambridge to the House Democratic issues conference. Before that he addressEd students and officials at the University of Maryland during the debt limit debate in July. 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
From Early Bird IPa Turnpi1ke llooksa! much h11gher non-IE.-ZPass rates Better get that E-ZPass. The Pennsylvania Turnpike's plan for all-eloctronic tolling envisions a 76 percent surcharge for motorists who don't use E-ZPass devices. That 
means a trip across Pennsylvania from Ohio to Ne,v Jersey thct costs $30.17 with E-ZPasswould cost $53.10 for a driver who would be billEd by mail. The turnpike is moving to do way with all toll booths and instead charge drivers as they 
pass at highway speed under overhead gantries equippEd with eloctronic readers and cameras .... In addition, turnpike officials say, all-eloctronictolling would improve safety, rEduce travel time, rEduce air pollution, and improve efficiency. 

The debate over natural gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania-- an ~nomic boon that must be weighEd against environmental 
impact- has been literally shaken up by e.tents in neighboring reminding everyone that water quality is notthe only issue for concern. In D~ber, a dozen minor earthquakes oocurre::l near a 9,184-foot deep well drillEd to dispose of 
wastwater from the dri I ling process. Experts from Columbia University believe::! the Northstar No. 1 disposal well ownEd by D& L Energy, five miles from Youngstown, was Iinke::! to the quakes. As a result, officials in Ohio shut it down 
along with four other wells nearby pending an investigation. That caution was vindicate::! last week with the release of a preliminary report by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. WhileD& L said thefindingswere premature in the 
absence of ne,v testing, the ODNC reliEd on seismic monitors to determine that the earthquakes were Iinke::! to "coincidental events," including the presence of a pre.tiously unknown goologic fault line. It is important to differentiae between 
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drilling for natural gas and drilling a deep injection well to dispose of wa:ie.Natff: from thefra::king process (watff: which, in this case, cane from Penn5ylvania). It is also worth remembff:i ng thct these qua<es --rated between 2.7 and 4.0 for 
sevff:ity --caused no serious damage. This unusual series of events is thff:efore not an argument to cease the search for gas in the Marcellus Shale; it is i nstea::l a remindff: that special caution is called for when injection wells are being 
contemplated at exceptional depths. If a fault can go undEtected in Ohio, so can it in Penn5ylvania Common sense suggests that proximity to populction centers should be an important factor.Thisstate can lea-n from Ohio, although 
Penn5ylvania leaves regulation of disposal wells to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency i nstea::l of a state agency. Penn5ylvania has six injection wells, anothff: two approved but are undff: appeal and anothff: being considff:ed in Venango 
County. Thff:e is no need for anyone to quake in their boots, but caution is advised. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J~m~~~~~~~~~~~~~La:iD~b~fueUSE~ironmenWProtectiooAgencyi~edafinal~ei~ended~reduceelectric~li~emi~o~cl 
megawatts of oldff: coal-fueled genff:cting plants would be retired as a result of its Mff:cury and Air Taxies Standards rule. The United Mine Workff:s of Amff:ica and othff: 

ron•=tcnl\1 over the course of the rulemaki ng to share our analysis of the rule's potential impacts and to recommend sevff:al improvements to it. Our study suggested that up to 56,000 megawatts of electric 
genff:ati ng capacity at smaller oldff: plants could be "at risk" of premature closure. We told EPA that as many as 54,000 direct jobswff:ect risk in the utility, mining and rail transport sectors, in addition to 200,000 jobs in related industries 
and communities impacted by plant closures. Weal so made it clear that we supported the rule's basic objective of reducing mff:cury and othff: harmful emissions. Our principal conCff:nswerethe inadequate time provided for compliance and 
the feasibility of meeting some of the proposed emission limits with diffff:ent types of coal. But the EPA ignored our conCff:ns. Instead, the agency created a rule that not only will cause far more negative effects on the utility and coal industries 
than it is wi IIi ng to admit; the rule wi II also make it next to impossible for nw coal-fired powff: plants to be bui It based on current technologies. This is bad pol icy and has the potential for serious repff:cussions for our nation's energy security. 
We are now seeing the tip of the job loss icebff:g that will result from this rule. FirstEnff:gy, American Electric Powff: and othff: utilities have announced the closures of sevff:al plants in Ohio, Penn5ylvania and West Virginia, directly affecting 
hundreds of plant workff:s and thousands of jobs in surrounding communities. Some of theseplantswff:e scheduled to be closed anyway-- though not as quickly- but many were not. 

From Early Bird Trains ready to roll II undt.'f the ri1ver to North Shore A sneak peek ct the Port Authority's $523.4 mill ion light-rail extension. Whethff: it will win ovff: its many critics is anyone's guess, but the Port Authority's $523.4 million 
light-rai I extension to the North Shore iscff:tain to be a civic conversation piece for years to come. Starting March 25, for the first time in Pittsburgh's storied history, people will travel undff: a rivff:, in twin tunnels bored about 20 feet below the 
bottom of the Allegheny. The 1.2-mile North Shore Connector wi II link a nw Gatway Center Station at Libffiy Avenue and Stanwix Street, Downtown, with an undff:ground station near PNC Park and an elevated station near Heinz Field. 
Authority officials provided a sneak previw on Monday, ta<ing reportff:s and photographff:s on a round trip of the nw leg. It started at Gatway, an undff:ground station that is enclosed in glass to let natural light stream to the platform. "It's a 
tunnel station that allows sun I i ght to come through. That's a unique charactff:i sti c," said Winston Simmonds, the authority's rai I operati onslengi neeri ng offi Cff:. 

PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE REV/ EW 
From Early Bird Water in gas llinecloses elementary for a day Laurel Valley Elementary School was closed to students on Monday, three days aftff: watff: got into the school's gas line and made it impossible to heat the building ovff: the 
weekend. Work on a Marcellus Shale nctural gas well maintained by Texas-based XTO Energy Inc. caused wel..ff: to entff: the Peoples Naural Gas line on Friday, according to Supff:intendent Chris Oldham's report cJ.. a school board work 
session la:i night. XTO Enff:gy spokesman Jeff Neu said in an email that the incident occurred during a "routine pipeline procedure," when "watff: produced from natural gas condensation inadvertently entff:ed a gas distribution line in Fairfield 
Township. "Whilethewatff: posed absolutely no health risk to residents, it is standard practice to shut (down) the line for propff: cleaning to take place," Neu said. District officials worked ovff: the weekend to try to get the boilff:s, powff:ed by 
natural gas, to come on but could not keep them lit long enough to heat the building, Oldham said. Temperatures in the building yestff:day morning ranged from 62 to 66 degrees. "It was too cold for the little ones," Principal Diane Ravis said. 
Assistant Principal Wayne Waugh said that Peoples Natural Gas arranged for a .bhnstown-based company to come out to the school yestff:day aftff:noon to try to suck thewatff: out of the I ine. Neu said XTO worked with local agencies to 
handle the cleanup. Oldham said that the boilff:s wff:e bock on by 7:08p.m. and that she anticipated the school would reopen today. Although the incident didn't pose adangff: to teachff:swho still reported to the school yestff:day, Ravissaid it 
did upset the school's PSSA testing schedule. "We were going to give students a 'brain break' from testing on Wednesday, but that school will have to test that day in ordff: to make up (Monday)," Ravis said. The state mandaes testing to take 
place between March 12 and March 23. "We apologize for any inconvenience this has caused residents," Neu said. 

From Early Bird Substance rdeasa:l on schooll bus; three students sickened Three Albert Gallatin High School students received medical treatment Monday, aftff: being ovff:comeby a substance allegedly released inside a school bus. 
Accardi ng to state police, the bus was en route to the Fayette County Career & Technical Institute at 8:15am., traveling on Route 119 at Wynn Road in Georges Township. A male on board emptied four ounces of an unknown substance onto 
the floor, police said. The odor caused three students- two males and one female-- all 16, to suffff: hea::laches, nausea, and eye and mouth irritction. They wff:etreated at Uniontown Hospital and released, police said. The bus was placed out of 
service to be cleaned. Investigation into the incident in continuing, police said. The unnamed male who allegedly released the substance faces charges of criminal mischief and disordff:ly conduct. 

Ef:'A:~'f§tl!O_~'f9Lb_gco_~_gQI?!J,__§?Q§_gr~'!}J~QLi_l!rD 
... Tim Dvonch, assistant professor in the Department of Environmental Health Sciences ct the Univff:sity of Michigan, who studies mff:cury emissions, said inhalation exposure is genff:ally not a conCff:n with mff:cury. I nstea::l, he said, "It's an 
ecosystem problem if it gets into the soil and into the water." The Department of Environmental Protection regulates crematories. DEP conditions state any crematory must opff:cte "in such a mannff: as not to cause air pollution," and be 
"attended by a trained opff:ator at all times when the unit is in opff:ati on," among othff: conditions. 

ALLENTOWN MORNING CALL 
From Early Bird Letter: Marcelli us Shale gasdrilllllmg_~~!?.f.i1§E9DtJ.?YIIvania Paul Carpentff:'s March 6 column ("Gas drilling symposium at NCC to challenge 'bi II of goods'") fundamentally disregards the ovff:Whelmi ngly positive 
developments surrounding responsible, well-regulated naural gas production. Whi I e Mr. Carpentff: cites propaganda from Rolling Stone and "Gasl and" - a" documentary" that's been thorough! y debunked by a broad spectrum of experts, 
including formff: state Department of Environmental Protection Secretary John Hanger- he fails to recognize the facts. Has he even visited a well site or the countless rural communities that have been renwed thanks to Marcell us 
development? Indeed, a nw World Economic Forum study found that the oil and natural gas sector added 9 pff:cent of all nw jobs la:i year. Closer to home, 229,000 jobs in the commonwealth are now supported by natural gas development, 
according to data. Furthff:, a recent Univff:sity of Texas report proved once again that thff:e is no scientific data that connects hydraulic fracturing and groundwctff: contamination. We're all entitled to our own opinions, but not our own facts. 
As President Obamasaid, "The development of natural gas is proving thct we don't have to choose between our environment and our economy." The safe development of clean-burning natural gas is creeting jobs and powff:ing America's 
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economy, proving that we don't- and shouldn't- have to choooo between protecting our environment and growing our economy 

~=~~~=~~~~~=~~~=~=~=~~~~~~=~=~THROOP-Boro~hoo~dlis~r~y~~~~ooa~~~i~millatKey~~~it~Lan~ll~atw~dpro~oomew~e~m 
ooncerns from oonsultants, the borough asked its oolicitor to file an appeal of the permit modificction that would allow the mill at the site. The state Department of Environmental ProtEdion approved the mill 

March 1, acoording to oouncil Thomas LukaseNicz. Repreoontatives from Cocciardi and A$0cictes Inc. preoonted the preliminary findings from analysis of two samples, taken on Jan. 19, which showed oome pH levels "in ex~ of 
what the landfi II is able to accept." The pH level -which refers to the acidity or ~kalinity of aoolution- in one sample fell in the hazardousw~e category, acoordi ng to Cocciardi repreoontative Rocoo DiPietro. The landfill is approved for 
munidpal and residual waste, not hazardous waste. "At this point, I'm calling it oome ooncerns, but I'm going to stop short of calling it a direct violation," Mr. DiPietro said. With or without violations, Mr. LukaseNicz is taking thoseooncerns 
seriously. He and ooundl approved oolidtor Louis Cimini to file an app00 of the approv~ of a minor permit modification, which would ~low the mill to be erected at the landfill site. "They approved the pugmill permit before any of theoo 
results came back," he said. Scruples were tested by DEP, the landfill and Cocciardi on the ra::juest of the oounci I; however, the DEPs results were not yet available. A pugmill is used to treat residu~ w~efrom Marcellus Shae drilling, 
pro~i ng it before it is disposed of in sanitation lines. The safety of the transportation, treatment and di~osal of residual w~e through sanitation I i nes that Mr. L ukaseNicz called "antiquated" has been a ooncern of his for months. He believes 
thct residu~ waste should betrected and processed at a ~ecialized facility." I believe it's a fine line between residu~ waste and hazardousw~e." Mr. LukaseNicz said. "I just want oomoone to tell me it's safe. The ball is in the DEPs oourt 
now." 

ASSOCIATED PRESS fPa.) 
From Early Bird Lawmaker urges end to car emi1ssionstestsSTATE COLLEGE, Pa.- Every day, mechanics around the state check gas caps and look under hoods as part of annual vehicle emissions in~ions. But one state lawmaker 
says Pennsylvanians should no longer have to pay for the annual tests. Stcte Sen. John Wozniak (D., Centre) told the Centre Daily Times that he thought cleaner cars had made the in~ions oboolete. "I think the test needs to be tested," said 
Wozniak, who introduced a reoolution earlier this year asking the federal government to end the requirement. "Virtually all cars pass the test, and it's time to reevaluate whether it'sj ust a waste of money for oonsumers." 

POTTSTOWN MERCURY 
Q~y_,_§~:J_OQ_Q9_Qjf;Q_gi_~_l:!~t\:lt~:J.LQ_9LL~1JIJ§!fjl;;;,~_i_o_rsgii_QQ U.S. Sen. Robert Casey, D-Pa., met with Sunooo I nc.s nevv CEO for 45 minutes Thursday to di ocuss the di ffi culti es of the refinery closures and what needs to be done to I ocate buyers 
for thefacilitiesas he expEds the Senate hearings to be scheduled within the next two weeks."For me, it was helpful to have this meeting to understand oome of the challenges that we have in front of us," the senator said. "This is a terribly 
difficult ch~ lenge and theresa lot more work to do." Sunooo ~okesman Thomas Golembeski characterized the event in an optimistic tone. 

POCONO RECORD 
f=:IJY.1~(9_0CQ_Q!J!§I_gr.g_\:ll:?_§1?t9..t~-~§9!::!9b.!!l.O?.J:"SQ~_;?G_Q_P.Q\!I!_~I_II_Q~ Pennsylvania and New Jersey environmental and oommunity groups wi II hoi d a "virtual rally" Wednesday urging the Obama admi ni strati on to stop the Susquehanna-Roseland 
transmission line expansion through nearby feder~ lands. The event is focused around a petition ~ling on the administration to stop the project. Co~ ition members will be posting on Facebook and Twitter throughout the week, seek.i ng 5,000 
petition signatures. The projEd by two electric utilities~ Is for crossing the Delarvare River, the Delarvare Water Gap Nation~ Recreation Area and theAp~achian Trail. The Nation~ Park Service is currently preparing an Environment~ 
Impact state-nent on the Susquehanna-Roseland I ine and determining if the projEd should be permitted to cross the recreation area near Bushkill into Nevv Jerooy .... The virtu~ rally is ~onoored in oonj unction with the I nternation~ Day of 
Action for Rivers, aimed at protEding precious water bodies. 

ljgyv._QJh!9h_g§IJJb9_Publlic know about chem11Cal facillities? A lot. The building at theoorner of Arch and 17th streets in Philadelphia looks like an average libr~. filled with polished wooden shelves groaning under the strain of books, reports 
and documents. The information oontained in theoo reports is far from average, however. The room is the Environmental Protection Agency's Feder~ Reading Room, the only one of its kind in Pennsylvania. Its shelves are filled with risk 
management plans from hazardous chemical facilities.Want to peek at theoo reports? Make an appointment and have your photo identification ready- that's all it takes to get inside. But, as both industry repreoontctives and advocacy groups 
agree, there's nothing wrong with disclosing this informction to the public. 

WASHINGTON POST 
_E_r_Q_IJLI;~r_!y __ ~lr-~_Y:Qf_l$f§_QI_~_Q_QQSJOJ?.J.QLO]Q09§§.Pf]9~ How much does the president have to do with the price of gaooline? A lot, say American voters. Acoording to oil experts and economists, not oo much- at I~ in the short term. 
Today's oil prices are the product of years and decades of exploration, automobile design and ingrained oonsumer habits oombined with politi~ events in places such as Sudan and Libya, anxiety about possible oonfl ict with I ran, and the 
energy aftershocks of I~ year's earthquake in Japan. "This notion thct a politician can wave a magic wand and impact the 90-mi II ion-barrel-a-day global oi I market is preposterous," said Paul Bledooe, strategic adviser to the Bipartisan Pol icy 
Center and a former Clinton administrction official. 

From Early Bird From 'Trumped' to toads and Ti1gers The_f;QY]fQO!I!9f!t91 . .EJJm.E~Jiy§l_jnJh<?_lt-::J~JI.QO:.~_Q§P..iJSJI .. in its 2oth year, gives nearly as much attention to the bui It environment as the natur~ one. So it's fitting that one of the 
opening-day offerings is a documentary that oonsiders a oontroversial development project and a formerly pristine location, as well as a guy who keeps making noioo about ooming to Washington: Don~d Trump. "You've Been Trumped" (7 
p.m. Tuesday atE Street Cinema) oonsiders the ostentatious golf-oouroo development Trump is building in Sootland, on a ooction of ooastline known for an ecologi~ly significant natural dune area. "We've saved the dunes," Trump announces 
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in the movie, shortly before his workers bulldoze them. The developer isj ust as ruthless with the neighbors who refuSEd to sell their property to him, cutting off their water and power and threatening to seize their land by the British a::juivalent 
of eminent domain. This polemical film is clearly on the side of holdouts, but it's ha-d to imagine how the story could have been spun to make Trump look good.Perhaps the angriest of the films offered for previe.N- and the only one in which 
the diroctor is arrested for his efforts- "You've Been Trumped" is among 180 entries in this year's festival. More than half the movies are local debuts, and at least nine are world premieres. The films incl udefeatures and shorts, 
documentaries and animation, children's fare and grown-up material. There will be nearly 200 spocial guests, including 75 filmmakers 

II) 
DELAWARE CAPE GAZETTE 
From Early Bird M 11lton was!evvatt.'f ra!E:.'S may skyrocket Milton- What started out as a steep 90 percent increase in waste.Nater rates for Milton residents just got a little steeper. After a lengthy investigation, Delaware Public Service 
Commission staff and the Office of Public Advocate reached a settlement with Tide.Nater Environmental Services Inc. over waste.Nater rate increases in Milton and six other communities- but it won't make Milton residents happy. Milton 
customers will likely pay 112 percent more than current rates, while other customers in the area will see increases lower than first propoSEd. The settlement must be approved by the PSC commissioners. Michael Sheehy, a public advocate, said 
it was only fair to drastically increase Milton's rates to bring them more in line with other communities in the area In September, TESI filed for a 90 percent increase for all customers in the town of Milton and for residents of The Retreat, 
Harts Landing, Country Grove, Breeders Crown, Bayfront and Bay Pointe." My obligation statutorily, in the law, is to make sure there isn't any discriminction, that rctes be a::JUitable; not a::JUal, but a::JUitable," Sheehy said. Milton's increasewill 
be phased in 18.5 percent each year over the next five years. Milton Town Council voted unanimously, with Vice Mayor Leah Betts recusing herself, to file a letter of no objection to the settlement. The letter means town officials don't agree 
with the terms, but they don't believe fighting them will result in better rates. The town had three options: a:x;ept the compromise, file a letter of no objection or fight it. Town Solicitor Seth Thompson said denying the settlement would've been 
a heavy risk with very little chance of a re.Nard. In the case of a denial, the case would've gone into litigation wherethefive-year phase-in period would likely be off thetableand the town could incur higher waste.Nater rates. "The public 
advocate doesn'tj ust represent the poople in M i I ton; it's really representing everyone who could be affocted by the rete increase," he said. "The problem is a lot of our neighbors have been paying much higher rates than the town has for a 
number of years." 

From Early Bird IQ9J§YY§[§l_99.!§1Qi_g_g9.[Q~tJ.!?.§QI.tJ!J!I.tJQJQ_QfQW:_Le.Nes- There's growing fervor about developing at least one botanic garden and maybe more in the Cape Region. A group calling itself Southern Delaware Botanic Gardens 
is seeking volunteers who have ski lis to help the idea take root and blossom." Locction is going to be our biggest issue," said Michael Zc1 ic, group president. Zajic has been the driving force behind establishing a botanic garden. About 45 
garden enthusiasts who want to be involved gathered Feb. 18 at the Le.Nes Public Library_ Although selecting the botanic garden's location might not be fH¥, land is avai I able. Zc1 ic said a feN landowners are considering providing parcels, and 
the group has been talking with the owner of a 100-acre parcel adjacent to Route 24 near Millsboro. Zc1 ic said he has also talked to City of Le.Nes officials and learned the city has two parcels suitable for a garden thct could be leaSEd. City of 
Milford and Town of Millsboro officials have also said they'd like a botanic garden." Nobody ever says no. Everybody says yes," Zajic said. 

CHARLESTON GAZETTE 
From Early Bird CoaiiRiver Group reciievesgrant to buiilld publlic access site CHARLESTON, W.Va ---The Coal River Group has received a$1,000 grant from the American Canoe Association and the L.L. Bean Co. to build a ne.N public 
occess site near the organizations Science and Education Center at Upper Falls. The ne.N bocti ng put-... 

WEST VI RGI Nl A STATE PUBLIC BROADCAST/ NG 
E.r.Qf!J_I;~r_!y_ __ ~lr-~_YVb_ilE;!_INQ_§I?_~yo_qrQmQ_?PCr:m?iiQ\IVY:_t:l_~§ West Vi rgi ni as Division of Natural Reoources spent another winter monitoring White Nose Syndrome in bats and found the disease spread to four more counties this year. The 
presence of the disease was confirmed in West Virginia about three years ago. Si ncethen Division of Nctural Reoources Biologist Craig Stihler has been tracking its progress. This winter the DNR surveyed four caves in Tucker, Pendleton, 
Randolph and Monroe counties to determine whether the disease is present. Stihler said the two spocies most affocted are the Little Brown Bat and the Tri-colored, which was formerly called Eastern Pipistrelle. "These are widespread bats, very 
common in our caves in the wintertime. They're being hit very ha-d," Stihler said." In caves where we've had White Nose for two winters we're seeing 93 percent decline of those two species, so in two years we're losing 93 percent of those 
bats." 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (W.Va.) 
From Early Bird State DEPtargel's drilllilng=r~l9tQf:JJljiJQfJ CHARLESTON, W.Va --West Virginia regulators are developing a permit to control storm water runoff from drilling-related construction activities. The Department of 
Environmental Protection is seeking public comment on a draft general permit through April ... 
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Enda1geroo Spocies List. The sheepnose and spoctcdocase mussels wi II be protoctEd following an agreement .. 

From Early Bird Lawyer seeks delay of UBB mine bllast pJ~j_og BECKLEY, W.Va --The former superintendent of the Upper Big Branch mine was to enter a plea next week, but his lawyer wants a delay. U.S. District Judge I rene 
Berger schEdulEd a hearing in Bockley for March 22. But on Monday, defense attorney Tim Carrico ... 

From Early Bird Jackson County ma::ledisas!er area be:::auseof Nov. fllooding CHARLESTON, W.Va.-- Jackron County has been designatEd a fEderal disaster area bocauseof flooding in November. Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin said Monday 
thct the designation by the U.S. Department of Agriculture makes farmers in Ja::kron and six neighboring count. .. 

From Early Bird IDINR holldiing meetings on wiilldllifo rg;:Jullations SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va --Hunters, trappers, anglers and others are getting their chance to weigh in on West Virginias wildlife regulations. The Division of Natural 
Rerources is hoi ding 12 pub I i c meetings at I ocati ons across the state to take comment ... 

E.rQO:LI;~r_!y__~_i_r_~ ___ QJNIR_yy§r_Q§_QLf_i_§b_y_if_l,I§_!OJQt,~.CJ?lJS§J§ (Saturday) CHARLESTON, W.Va --The Division of Natural Rerourcessay rocent samples of fish have revealEd the presence of largemouth bass virus in four West Virginia 
lakes.Assistant wildlife rerources chief Bret Preston says theviruswasfound at East Lynn Lake ... 

BECKLEY REG/ STER-HERALD 
QQ_<::lLJ~_QQR':ltQ_Qr_~?_Q\!1 Browning, also a member of Fa:;ebook, didn't respond on the network, but said Sunday he was askEd by the West Virginia Coal AffiOciation to sponsor SB579 as a means of stabilizing West Virginia's mine 
permitting program .... "The bill is neEdEd bocauseof two fEderal court orders, suggesting that if the spocial roclamction fund does not remain rolvent, then the operation of West Virginia's bonding program would likely betaken over by the 
fEderal Office of Surf ere Mining," the incumbent senctor said.A case is pending in the Southern District of West Virginia seeking a takeover, if the severance increase isn't approvEd. Browning said the hike was rocommendEd by the Spocial 
Roclamation Advirory Council, comprised of industry, labor and public members, a1d was reachEd through an actuarial study performEd by the Pinnacle Group last year.The West Virginia Coal AffiOciction said failure of the bill to bocome law 
would lead to "a devastating effoct" on small and large coal operations across the state, particularly in routhern counties." It is critical to me that we keep our jobs and our people working under the long-standing bonding program for mining 
operations throughout the state," Browning said. 

WOWKTV.COM 
YY.9IP.f_§bQd_~~tproject i1n Elk Mon r11vers seeks feEdback A pilot projoct to make map-basEd informction about wctershEd health and threats available online at a high level of detail has reachEd a milestone. WctershEd groups, county 
pla1ners and others looking for the highest conservation or restorction priorities will be helpEd by the West Virginia WatershEd Assessment Pilot Projoct, a projoct of the Nature Conservancy and the state Department of Environmental 
Protoction under funding from the U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency. The Nature Conservancy is ready to share its progress over the past year with stakeholders in the Elk and Monongahela watershEds. "The goal for these workshops is to 
present what weare proposing as an interactive web tool and as a report and getting feEdback about what works for (stakeholders), what they would like to see, what doesn't working for them," said Ruth Thornton, the Nature Conservancy's 
conservation information manager. 

WEST VIRGINIA STATE JOURNAL 
H.wo~Lngton plan to a::ldress s!ormwater violat11ons HUNTINGTON, W.Va. (AP)- Huntington officials have developEd a plan to address the city's stormwater violations a1d rEduce a $156,000 fine proposed by fEderal regulators. MEdia outlets 
report that City Council approvEd the plan Monday. It wi II be presentEd to the Environmental Protoction Agency on Thursday. The EPA proposed the fine last October. The agency said the city hasn't ade:juately addressEd several problems, 
including runoff from construction sites and pollution from municipal operations. The city's pla1 includes rain gardens, rain barrels and the planting of more trees. City officials say the EPA has agreEd to rEduce the fine if the city moves 
forward on the initiatives. 

BALTIMORE SUN 
From Early Bird Obamato v11sit Marylland, discuss energy President Barack Obamawill visit Largo on Thursday to give an address on American energy, White Houseofficialssaid Monday. Theaddresscomesat a critical time, when 
oconomists say rising gasoline prices are dragging on the nation's oconomic rocovery. Polls i ndiccte rising prices at the pump areal so hurting Obama's approval rating as he heads into this year's eloction.Detailsof the event, including where 
the president will speak, were not immEdiately available. Nearly five in 10 voters gave Obama negative marks on energy, according to a Washington Pos-ABC Ne.vs poll released Monday. Republican presidential candidates Mitt Romney and 
Rick Saltorum have both triEd to cast the higher prices as a result of the administration's policies. Not including trips to Joint BaseAndre.vs in Prince George's County, where he regularly boards Air Force One, Obama last visitEd Maryla1d in 
January when he spoke in Cambridge to the House Democratic issues conference. Before that he addressEd students and officials at the University of Maryla1d during the debt limit debate in July. 
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Department of the Environment announCEd Monday. An creaof the Wicomico River on the Eastern Shore, at the border bEtween Wicomico and Somerset counties, is now approvEd for commercial harvests. Waters below Bay Point had been 
closEd bE£aUse of high bacteria levels in the water. The headwaters of Broad Creek in Talbot County have been conditionally approvEd, meaning thct oysters and clams can be harvestEd there except after a heavy rainfall. The area will be closEd 
for three days whenever ani nch of rain falls in a24-hour period. The headwaters of a Potomac River tributary, also namEd the Wicomico River, which flows between Charles and St. Mary's counties, have been conditionally approvEd for 
shellfish harvesting as well, except after heavy rains. Harvest restrictions have been I iftEd without condition for a soction of St. Catherine Sound i nSt. Mary's Countynear the mouth of the Potomac.The state monitors bacteria levels and soouts 
for nearby pollution sources to determine which waters in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries aresafefor shellfish harvesting. The department is re:JuirEd to close areas that do not meet wcter quality standards, and it reopens those areas 
where water quality improves. The closures are conductEd to maintain seafood safety and to remain in compliance with the National Shellfish Sanitation Progran. 

Gr?:!Dt?.t9_h9!P llocalit11escle811 Bay 
Local government officials stressing out about the costs of cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay ere being offerEd a little help- and a little cash- to take steps neEdEd to control pollutEd runoff from their streets and parking lots.Officialswith the 
U,S.,_f,nv]IQIJfD.90t9LJ?r9.tQ;<tii_Qn_t\_gency and the IN§!]QO§!_fj§_b_§m;I_\!Vi_ll_g!I!1GEQIJDQg¢!1QIJ announCEd they're offering I ocal officials throughout the bay re;;Ji on $4 mi IIi on in grants and technical assistance for designing and installing "green 
infrastructure." The "Local Government Green Infrastructure Initiative," as it's callEd, will let local officials compEte for grants of up to $750,000 each on projerls that both green their communities and help improve water quality in streams, 
rivers and the bay. Road maintenance, park enhancements and public facilities renovations would qual ify.Some Maryland counties and Baltimore city project having to spend hundrEds of millionsof dollars each on storm drain rEtrofits and 
other costly pollution control projerls to comply with the baywide "pollution diet" imposEd by EPA. Officials says these grants are meant to encourage local officials to make those investments by demonstrating that the projects have other 
benefits for their communities besides clean water. 

~;~~~f~~~~~~¥f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~! Maryland's governor, I was privi I e;;Jed to be part of some of the state's I argest transportcti on proj Erls i ncl udi ng the Y.VQQQC9YY __ VVjJ~o Bridge. Big proj Erls I ike these receive a 
I; press, my many it was the smaller neighborhood projerls that made a big difference in their lives. Projects like Canal Place in Cumberland and the Harborwalk Promenade in Baltimore 
can provide neighborhood anenities, improve community safety and support local businesses. A bill in the U.S. Senate would have killEd the small progran that gave our local communities the opportunity to do these projects if not for the 
efforts of U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin. 

EDGEWATER-DAVI DSONVI LL PATCH 

From Early Bird South County !Receives 'Clean WEier' Funding The money wi II go towards a water reclamation facility in Churchton and wi II help ensure cleanliness in water rEdistributEd into the Chesapeake Bay. The Maryland Board of 
Public Works (M BPVV) approvEd a $5.4 million grant to Anne Arundel County last week to rEduce pollution, improve water quality and proterl drinking water in south county. According to a press release by theM BPVV, the money will go 
towards upgrading the Broadwater Water Reclamation Facility in Churchton, rEducing its impact on theenvi ronment. Money will also go towcrds creating an EnhanCEd Nutrient Removal Facility in Churchton that will help decrease the 
facility's phosphorus, nitrogen and nutrient di!'Charge. OwnEd and operatEd by Anne Arundel County and its Department of Public Works (DPVV), the facility treats around 2 million gallons of domesticwastewcter per day from more than 
10,000 people in the county. The facility removes pollutants from wastewater before discharging it into the Chesapeake Bay. "Excessive amounts of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus lead to lowerEd levels of oxygen neEdEd to support 
aquatic life in waterways, including the Chesapeake Bay," according to the release. Once upgradEd, the facility will reportEdly be able to reduce its nitrogen di!'Charge by 62.5 percent and its phosphorus di!'Charge by 85 percent. 

EASTON STAR DEMOCRAT 
From Early Bird Talbot commission, council! want moreflle<llb11l i1ty in WI P EASTON --The Talbot County Planning Commission and Talbot County Counci I concur thct the best action plan for the state's WctershEd Implementation Plan 
(WI P) is for the county to haveflexibi lity to pursue the best and most cost efferlive pollution rEduction mEthods. The plan is a document of strate;;Jieson how eachj uris::liction in the 64,000-square-mi le Chesapeake Bay watershEd will meet the 
fEderally mandatEd Bay poll uti on diet. That diet is a series of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TM DL) that prescribe how much pollution a body of water can handle and sti II meet water quality levels. Eachj uris::liction, including Maryland, 
submittEd WI Ps during phase one, which the U.S. Environmental Proterlion Agency approvEd in late2011. Phase two involves local governments, which also must develop dEtailEd strate;;Jies on how to meet local pollution load re:Juirements. 
At its Ma-ch 7 meeting, the Talbot County Planning Commission discussEd recommendations to forward to the state. "I just think they neEd to look at a cost benefit study," said Commissioner Michael Sullivan. "It's somewhere in the $60 to 
$80 mi Ilion range to basically take care of a (37,000 pound) problem for nitrogen and 380,000 pound problem coming from agriculture. The number that was thrown out ct the meeting last week was $66 million to remove 37,000 pounds. I 
would rather give the $66 million to farmers and solve the 380,000-pound problem and we'll deal with the 37,000 later. That is how I look at the whole thing." 

HAVRE DE GRACE PATCH 
From Early Bird $4M In INew Bav-Rela!e::l Fundiing The new funding will be unveilEd today in Havre de Grace. Local governments in neEd of assistance in helping to restore the Chesapeake Bay will get a boost starting Tues::lay. The U.S. 
Environmental Proterlion Agency and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation will introduce a new $4 million grant initiative to assist local municipalities with Bay-relatEd programs. As initially reportEd by Patch on Friday, the program 
announcement will be made at Concord Point in Havre de Grace ct 10:30 a.m. Tues::lay. Grants as much as $750,000 wi II be made avai I able in various stages. "Now more than ever, the Chesapeake Bay neEds the creativity, innovction and 
ingenuity of local governments," EPA Re;;Jional Administrator Shawn M. Garvin said in a preparEd stctement. "This new EPA funding will enable local governments to implement the best solutions to on-the-ground challenges they face in 
helping to restore the Bay, and share those approaches with other towns throughout theenti rewatershEd." According to a statement from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, funding is available in three forms. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS (Md.) 
Qb_t~~~Qf:}ayfQ!:!m:l~ign§§Y?_M_1£lfYJ.~o.cJ.rt~9r9tL9D.RL1!1 __ rnay_o_Qt gc1 the lPl:JcJqn~ 
BAL Tl MORE- The Chesapeake Bay Foundation says Maryland's bay restoration strategy is underfundEd and may not get the job done as promisEd.Thefoundation said Tues::lay thct it has raisEd the concerns in formal comments submittEd 
on the second phase of the state's restoration strate;;JY. The six states in the bay watershEd are being re:Jui rEd by the federal Environmental Proterlion Agency to submit detailed bay restorction plans.Thefoundction says Maryland is more than 
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halfway toward meeting its goals, but state I awmakers must provide dooi catoo funding for upgrading se.vcge treatment pi alts and stormwater systems. Policies also must be changoo to manege poll uti on from sprawl development 

The sun will shine. A study of uranium mining in Pittsylvania County will be more transparent than a Monday ooitorial said it fearoo. According to a letter to Del. Lee Ware from 
~~will~~~~~~td~~rh.;~::.:ki~~g~ro:;;'u~pwill periodically report its progress and cccept input from the public during four open meetings." The topics will include environmental impact, public safety, emergency preparooness 

earn the citizenry' s confidence, then maximum sunshi ne must apply . 

. ~ .. 9..r.t.b .. .A .. D..IJ~ .. .IJ.\:1 .. ~.§1 ... \:! .. D.iJ.. .. §[}.Yt9..9YY .. IJ. .. f..9..C ... ~.b.§!;i.\:l.l.~ ... .r.!!.b!!21.I.tJ9Dom i ni on Vi rgi ni a Power has shut down one of the two units at its North Anna nuclear power pi ant for a !'Chooul oo refuel i ng. Figures rei eased by the U .S. Nuclear Regul ctory 
Commission show Unit 1 was poweroo down over theweekend.Refueling, generally done in intervals of about 18 months, typically tal<es 3-4 weeks. This marks the sa::ond time Unit 1 has been poweroo down since both North Anna reactors 
were knockoo offline by a mcgnitude-5.8 earthquake Aug. 23. Both units restartoo in November, but Unit 1 was poweroo down cgain in January for a fevv days to repair an air line leak. 

NORFOLK VI RGI Nl AN-PI LOT 
From Early Bird Biilll seeks to soften Chesapeake Bay cllcanup pllan (Saturday) Worrioo about government overreach and financial burdens to farmers, developers ald localities, a Virginia congressman introduca:J legislation this week to 
significantly change how the Obamaadministration aims to clean up the Chesapeake Bay. It is the latest attempt by U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlatte, a Republican whose district covers much of the farm-rich Shenaldoah Valley, to soften plals 
endorsa:J by President Barack Obama for rooucing nitrogen, phosphorus and sa:Jiments that pollute the Bay from six states, including Virginia. Goodlattetrioo last year to block all funding for the plans, known as a pollution diet or a TM DL, 
short for total maximum daily load. Those efforts failoo after winning some favor in the House of Representatives. Environmental groups are assailing Goodlatte's nevv bill, calloo the Chesapeake Bay Program Reauthorization and Improvement 
Act, saying it not only would derai I the push to restore the Bay over the next 15 years but also would roll back fooeral authority to protoct water quality in rivers, lakes and streams nationwide. "It would undercut the balance of power between 
thefooeral government ald the statesthct's been in place for 40 years now" under the Clean Water Act, said Doug Siglin, fooeral programs diroctor for the Chesapeake Bay Foundction, an advocacy group. "This would have huge national 
implications." In an intervievv, Goodlatte said this criticism is "a bogus claim." "For 40 years, Republicans and Democrats have corroctly interpretoo the Clean Water Act whereby thefooeral government sets the standards ald the states get to 
implement them," he said. "That's all we're asking for here." 

"--'-='-=::::!!.-''-L-.='-"'-.::::::.:..:.~""-!.!.J::l!.::=~"'-"-"="'-SEod£""'.c:::rE"i:=!>T.he~A.•or~;ina group creatoo by the governor to study uranium mining will hide much of its work from the public. Cartoonsald mad scientists' labs aside, uralium does not glow in the dark. 
That's too bad Bob McDonnell's uranium working group will be doing its work outside the light of public s::rutiny. It could use the illumination. Virginia Uranium Inc. Walts to mine the ore in Pittsylvania County and has askoo 
the General Assembly and governor to lift a moratorium. Lawmakers and the governor chose caution and delayoo the decision this year. That gives everyonetimeto digest fully the science and the risks. A National Academy of Sciences study 
released mere weeks before the General Assembly convenoo warnoo that a lot more needs to be known before anyone concludes mining could be done safely. In January, McDonnell formally announca:J his support for postponement ald 
creatoo a working group to study the issue further. In his alnouncernent, he said, "I have diroctoo the group ... to allow thorough opportunity for public participation in its work." The work group has other ideas. It invokes theoft-abusa:J 
governor's working papers exemption to the Virginia Freedom of I nformction Act to keep its work out of the public eye. Virginialswhose health and environment are most at risk if uranium mining goes badly, and who stand to gain tax 
revenue if it goes well, wi II be kept in the dark. 

Y.if911nila Tech transportation program gels national award (Sunday) For the third year in a row, Virginia Tech's alternative transportation program has receivoo an award from the Best Workplaces for Commuters program, mancgoo by the 
National Center for Transit Research. Tech is one of 15 employers nationwide to receive the award. The program was laudoo for meeting the National Standard of Excellence in commuter benefits establishoo by the Environmental Protection 
Agency and mai ntai noo by NCTR Tech met those staldards by providing transportation options or televvork and compressa:J workweeks for its employees. 

LYNCHBURG NEWS AND ADVANCE 
E!:QIJLI;~r_!y_ __ ~jn::L<.:29.QQI[?!t9_~§f;f?A§t9fr:rJYII<:il:f:!ITI~§l}f~.rnay_fQ§!_gj_ty: Congressmal Bob Good I atte i ntroduca:J I egi sl ati on to stop a fooeral push to introduce cggressive nevv stormwater quality measures. On Monday, during a stop in 
Lynchburg, Goodlatte, R-6th, said his bi II would" halt this EPA power grab" and restore authority to the states where it belongs. "This has really been fooeral bureaucracy run wild without any check cgai nst it," he said of the recent action taken 
by the U.S. Environmental Protoction Agency. "This legislation is about providing a check cgainst what they' retrying to do." Goodlatte, whose district includes Lynchburg, has been a vocal critic of the EPA's nevv stormwater program and its 
pial to impose harsher penalties on non-complaint localities. The requirements, aimoo at cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay, loo the city to crectea nevv stormwater mancgement fee, effoctiveJuly 1. Thefeewill be levioo cgainst all developoo 
city properties. Exact rctes have not ya been set. City Council has not been able to cgreeon how much to charge. Under the rete proposa:J by staff, first-year fee revenues would reach $2.6 million. Councilman Turner Perrow- a critic of the 
EPA who testifioo before a Congressional subcommittee about his concerns last November- said revenues eventually may need to reach $15 million or more. Goodlatte said the EPA is expanding its authority in ways not authorizoo by the 
law. By threatening to tal<eaction cgainst areasthct do not meet their standards, he said thecgency is usurping the authority Congressintendoo to rest with the states. "We need to halt this EPA power grab and do it the right way," he said." ... 
Thestctes have the authority here and ought to be allowoo to move forward in a fashion that makes sense." States in the bay watershoo are not getting crooit for the strides made over the past 25 years, including rooucing sa:Jiment pollution by 
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more than 50 percent and phosphorous and nitrogen pollution by more than 40 percent, Goodlatte said. 

From Early Bird Be a 'IRiver Hero' to help protoct the Chg;apeake watershed Move over, Aqucrnan. The ocean is about to get a whole lot more heroes. The.bnes River AS9Jciation is kicking off a nw program designed to help 
homeowners fight pollution and possibly defray future utility costs. The program," River Hero Homes," is being launched in Lynchburg and Richmond. "The James River belongs to all of us, and we all play an important part in protecting it for 
future generations," said Bill Street, executive director of the nonprofit river a59Jciation. "We often get the question, 'What can I do? This program will help provide idea:; people can do themselves." River Hero Homes will help property 
owners de.telop easy-to-understand plans to reduce stormwater runoff pollution with steps like reducing fertilizer use, picking up after pets or installing rain barrels. The program provides an online calculator demonstrating how much runoff 
leaves a property in a year and how much could be sated by making improvements. Once an improvement is made, participants can apply for official River Hero Home certification. In Richmond, homeowners can use certification to earn a 
credit against the city' sstormwater fee. The James River AS9Jciation is working with Lynchburg officials to design a credit for the stormwater fee the Hill City plans to start later this year." Not only can you help the river, but you can help 
your wallet," Street said. Stormwater runoff travels over rooftops, yards and pavement, picking up pollutants it later deposits in local rivers and, ultimctely, the Chesapeake Bay. The federal government is making a big push to combat runoff 
pollution as part of its effort to clean up the bay. Environmental mandates are driving the city's nw stormwater fee. 

STAUNTON NEWS LEADER 
From Early Bird Goodllattevisitsto oppoSE!IE.PA mandates VERONA- U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-6th, organized a stakeholders' roundtable on the Environmental Protection Agency's Chesapeake Bay Cleanup plan at the Augusta 
County Government Center on Monday afternoon. The hour and a half meeting ranged from suggestions to improve the EPA plan, to criticism of the plan, to ways to pre.tent the EPA from continuing to implement the plan. "Every community 
in Virginia is going to befaci ng a much higher burden than competing states like North Carolina (that aren't in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed," Goodlattetold the group of agriculture industry representatives and stcteand local government 
officials. One purpose of the meeting was to rally support for the Chesapeake Bay Reauthorization and Improvement Act, which Goodlatte introduced to the House Agriculture Committee last week. Goodlatte hopes to hold hearings on the bill 
soon, he said. "We have a lot of work to do" to pass the bill, Goodlatte said, but the bill "has got to be pursued along with other avenues such as cutting off funding to the EPA and the lawsuits" that have been filed against the EPA by the 
American Farm Bureau and others. Some environmental groups, notably the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, have criticized the bill as an attempt to "undermine the pollution I imits currently in place, derai I clean-up efforts and undercut the 
federal government's role in making sure all Americans have access to clean, SvVi mmabl e, fishable waters." 

NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 
From Early Bird IQQQJ]Qi.QQJ?9.\'Y9.f_P.L§lf1_§_!?!~_rj_qJ?QW.9Llto_~_QY.9!:.J1:!.D9§JBJY.~ Dominion Virginia Power is considering bui I ding an electric transmission line that would cross the James River at Surry and James City counties. The I ine 
would origincte at Surry nuclear power station, run above the river along nine towers between 150 feet and 295 feet tall, and terminate ct a substation in James City. It is an alternative to a route Dominion announced in Docember thct would 
snake up James City to a substction in Chickahominy.The proposal dre.v the ire of James City officials who are concerned that it wi II affect Freedom Park, which includes a Re.tolutionary War battle site. It also upset the Eastern Virginia 
Mountain BikeAS9Jciation, which built and maintains trails in the park. Dominion, a subsidiary of Richmond-based Dominion Resources, estimates the Chickahominy line will cost $150 million to $200 million. The Surry route could be$50 
mill ion less, spokeswoman Bonita Harris said. Dominion will host a meeting from 5 p.m. to 7:30p.m. on March 26 at James River Elementary School, 8901 Pocahontas Trail in Williamsburg, to discuss the proposal and listen to public 
comment. It will then decide which line it prefers and send the recommendation to the VirginiaStcte Corporation Commission. A ruling from the commission usually takes nine to 18 months, said Stephenie Harrington, another Dominion 
spokeswoman. 

Btg_QI_IIJQ_QQ§I;_Qb~;;;,_~~g_f}§y:_m~il_ogtQDi9!J! Chesapeake Bay restoration has been a thorny issue for Rep. Scott Rigel I, R-Vi rgi ni a Beach .The freshman I awmaker, whose district includes parts of II:J~1QtQ!J and INQffQL~_, was ushered into 
office on a platform of cost-cutting and government reform. The massive effort to clean up the bay, expected to cost billions, is exactly the type of spending many !B_g:J_~!~Jij~o_§ oppose. Yet Rigel I has voted for and against bay-related legislation 
thct would increase spending. It's a tightrope walk he' II continue on Tuesday from 6:30p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Meyera E. Oberndorf Library, 4100 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach. 

Recycling is a good habit, but we can get better at it RECYCLING EFFORTS have always faced twin obstacles: getting people to do it, and creating a market for the stuff that makes the effort 
~~~~~~~~':A~~~~a~~rt;:';report in The Free Lance-Star, howe.ter, the system is gaining momentum. Whi I e "exciting" might be too strong a term for ne.vs about empty Dasani bottles and two-month-old magazines, these 
tidings are certainly welcome, demonstrating not only that peoplewill do their part in setting aside recyclablesfrom their regular trash, but also that capitalism isn't particular about the commodity if there is money to be made from it. A key 
result of this ne.v enthusiasm is a product that took less energy to produce--it's easier and more efficient to make a plastic bottle from another plastic bottle than to make one from scratch. The other good ne.vs is that when discarded items can 
be recycled, landfill space is filled up more slowly. Recycling is indeed a growth industry. A reoent study found that across the country, some 56,000 recycling outlets employ about 1.1 mill ion people with a payroll of more than $37 billion and 
annual revenues topping $236 bi II ion. No doubt that's a significant increase over just a fw years ago. Local figures also gathered by reporter Rusty Dennen put the Stafford/Fredericksburg recycling rate at 57 percent of total solid waste 
collected, while Spotsylvania reuses40 percent of its solid waste. Other nearby counties don't do as well. 

~--~--"""-~-~-'=~~·L----""~'--~--"""'~"'-"-"-·'='o.o.''?_~,.1 __ 9,_,_~~~·_v ____ ,,:,! .... •:~'--··"!.;<:<~ .. ~'::'~'-'::'~ Y':''.'?:.~u ___ ,l::L':::.clt".L!''c·?! .. !'r""-'~ "•_9 Lynchburg, VA - Rep. Bob Good I atte was i n Lynchburg M onday to uri ng CSO work and promoting I egi sl ati on that waul d I i mit power to the EPA. Good I atte says 
ne.v storm water requirements--to filter rainwcter that runs into the Chesapeake Bay --would cost the small City of Lynchburg between $120 to $140 million initially. Local governments, farmers and homebuilders that fail to comply with the 
EPA's ne.v regulations caul d face stiff penalties. Good I atte's proposing I egi sl ati on that waul d I et the states decide the best ways to campi y with those standards instead of the federal government. He says that's what the I aw intended. "The EPA 
is acting at the federal le.tel to threaten the states and localities and say if you don't do it our way were going to bring punitive measures against stctes and localities. That's wrong, thct's not whet the law intended and that's what this legislation 
corrects," Goodlattesaid after meeting with city officials. He says his proposal has bipartisan support and a good chance of passing the House. But he admits they still have a lot of work aihead to get there. 
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NBC-29 CHARLOTTESVILLE 
From Early Bird Congressman Goodlatte PushesAIIternat11ves to EPA IR~JJullati1onsA Shenandocil Valley congressnan says naN rules designEd to protoct the Chesapeake Bay are overly burdensome and expensive, and perhClJs useless. 
Now, Rep ubi i can Bob Good I atte is pushing an alternative cleanup pi an through Congress. Congressnan Good I ctte spent most of this day meeting with farmers, business owners and I ocal government representatives, who he believes wi II pay a 
steep price for naN regulctions from the Environmental Protoction Agency (EPA). He believes the fEderal agency is going beyond the authority it was given through the Clean Water Act. "We definitely want to help the bay, but we don't want 
to see it at a cost of $16 billion to the commonwealth of Virginia, or tens of millions of dollars to localities, or farmers mandatEd to do things they've never been requirEd to do before," statEd Goodlctte. Goodlatte has co-sponsorEd a bill that 
affirms states' rights, while forcing the EPA to conduct cost-benefit studies before putting naN regulctions in pla:::e. Augusta County said Monday that it has made $200 mill ion in upgrades to its seNagetreatment plants. But even that satisfies 
only one-tenth of 1 percent of the EPA standard for nitrogen levels. 

PUBLIC NEWS SERVICE 
f=:IE~ . .I~~-Q?_Qn_C_~LP.9nJ?QI[I_i,!~Q.f_§: _ _T_bt§_W~~§Jj_gtTQPic in Va. (was inaccessibleyesterday) RICHMOND, Va.- Smog and carbon pollution from power plants and their effocts on health are hot-button issues with politicians, lobbyists and 
scientists these days. They areexpoctEd to heat up even more in Washington, D.C., this week when the Environmental Protoction Agency (EPA) is expectEd to release naN rules for coal-burning power plants that I imit the amount of pollution 
naN facilities can emit. 

Rl CHMOND.COM 
§?y_~.tb~}§I_!)_Ql?_WiiJ.b.I~J:V.~'f.Jt:t~'fQJj_gm_~~--Janes River Association's naN !RJ:V.§!L!::l9.f.Q_!jgm_~~-Q_[_Q9f.?r:D. can help homeowners take steps to improve wcter quality and maybe save money in the process. The naN certi fi ccti on i ni ti ative rocognizes 
and Educates homoowners throughout Virginia's watershEd who are attempting to rEduce the amount of stormwater and poll uti on I eavi ng their property to improve water quality. River Hero Homes gives homoowners across the watershEd emf­

to-understand plans on how they can rEduce stormwcter runoff from their property. With steps like picking up after pets, rEducing fertilizer and installing rain barrels, poople can have a River Hero Home and help the environment. To get 
startEd, homoowners can vi sit JRA' s free, online El,J.IJQ_f_f_Cl:IIQ~,JI?[Q[ to determine how much runoff and poll uti on is I eavi ng their home annually. After campi eti ng the calculator, users can revi 6N results and doci de a pollution-rEduction proj oct 
thct best fits the homoowner' s neEds. Projocts range from installing rain barrels to pi anti ng a rain garden. 

BNA DAILY ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
From Early Bird Wh11te 1-louse IRLVIIsesGu11danceon Agency Gra'flhouse Gas E.m11ssions RevisEd draft guidance to help fEderal agencies measure and report on greenhouse gas emissions is releasEd by the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality. The draft clarifies previous guidance on how agencies should account for purchases of renooable energy and renaNable energy certificates, or RECs. The draft would revise guidelines issuEd in October 2010 that 
establishEd governmentwide requirements for calculating and reporting greenhouse gas emissions associatEd with fEderal agency operctions, including the supply chain. 

From Early Bird IEPA Consideri1ng Smart Urban Growth as Part of Sustainabi1llity Plan EPA is considering ways to encourage smart urban growth as part of its overall plan for incorporating sustainabil ity into its operations, an agency 
official tells fEderal and local government officials, city planners, architocts, and others at a listening session on incorporating sustai nability into EPA operations. "We're trying to incorporate more green infrastructure into wastaNater and 
stormwater management," B icky Corman, EPA deputy associ ate administrator for policy, says. As an exam pie, she cites pi anti ng trees at water treatment faci I i ties, which improves air quality, creates jobs for tree maintenance, and rEduces the 
heat island effoct in urban areas. 

::._:_='-=='-'"4-="-=~r:_:::_:::.:.:..:==-=='-':..:::_:_:=-'===-=::::= NEW YORK -- Botti Ed water is coming under attack on coli ege campuses. More than 90 schools, among them Brown and Harvard uni versi ties, are banning the sale or restricting the 
use of plastic water bottles, unnerving bi Ilion retail packagEd-water industry in the UnitEd States. Freshmen at colleges nationwide are being greetEd with stainless-steel bottles in their welcome packs and encouragEd to use hydration 
stations where free, filterEd water is available. Brown, which once sold about 320,000 bottles of wcter a year in vending machines and campus stores, endEd sales in dining halls in 2010. Harvard and Dartmouth College are installing hydrction 
stations in naN buildings to rEduce trash. "The product just doesn't make common sense," said Sarah Alexander, 20, an environmental-studies m~or at Hanover, N.H.-basEd Dartmouth. "Companies are taking something that is freely accessible 
to everyone on the Dartmouth campus, packaging it in a non-reusalble container and then selling it under the pretense that it is somehow better than tap water." In response to the growing movement, the water industry releasEd a video on 
You Tube last month poking fun at "Ban the Bottle," an organizction that advocates banning one-time-use plastic water bottles. The spot, which features "Star Wars"-like music and flashbacks of antiwar demonstrations, says bottlEd water is a 
safe, convenient product that is "one of the healthiest drinks on the shelf" and that its packaging is recyclable. There"are really serious issues over here, and now you're dealing with bottlEd water?' Joe Doss, president of the I nternctional 
BottlEd Water Association, basEd in Alexandria, V a., said. While "there are anti-bottlEd-water groups going from campus to campus," Mr. Doss said he doesn't consider it "a big threct" at this point. More than 9 bi II ion gallons of bottlEd water 
were sold domestically last year, and the industry is growing 5.4 percent a year, according to Gary Hemphill, senior vice president of the Beverage Marketing Corp., a NaN York City consulting firm. Sales to colleges and universities aren't 
trackEd separately. The bottling industry may be worriEd about losing brand loyalty from college kids, said Eric Meliton, an industry analyst with Frost & Sullivan. 

NASHVILLE PUBLIC RADI 0 
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From Early Bird Mountain Top!R§31IJ9Y<?I r?<?OSI:11II All[y_g_i1_o_~o_~g The state Senate w25 expected tonight to easi I y pass an i ndustry-approve:l bi II to regulate coal mining that involves mountain-top removal. But a fired-up Senator Eric 
Stwart fought off industry-friendly changes and kept alive his proposal to ban the practice. Stwart says an amendment to his bi II would make it easier to justify blowing the tops off mountains toga to coal. That amendment would allow ridge 
line removal, followed by the mining company" restoring" the ridge line ... Stwart, a Democrat from Franklin County, says he h25 been attending prayer sessions held by Christians who think man is supposed to be a stward of the Earth. 
Republican Leeder Mark Norris insisted the bill be put off three weEks, saying he didn't intend to bury it in a committee at the last minute. I nsteed, he wants the bill to be one of thefe,v to be debated, in full, on the floor of the upper chamber 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
From Early Bird Bllog: Groundwater: It's fracking_i.mportant (Monday) Today marks the start of National Ground Water Awareness WeEk-sandwichEd between National SleepAwarenessWeek and National Poioon Prevention Week. 
While such designctions have perhaps bocome too ubiquitous in public health, this year's National Ground Wcter Aw~eness WeEk may be the most important in its 13-year history. Clean, safe, ground wcter is essential for public health. In 
fact, it's essential to life and civilizction 25 we know it. Ground water is water thct exists between ooil and rock undernecth the earth. Seventy-eight percent of public water systems in the United States use ground water 25 their primary oource, 
supplying about 90 mill ion Americans. Ground water aloo quenches the thirst and washes the dishes of the 16 mill ion households in the U.S. who get their water from private wells. Thecontaminction of groundwater through industrial and 
consumer pollution h25long been a public health concern. The recent proliferation of hydraulic fracturing to extract natural g25, however, h25 opened a Pandora's box of ground water contamination risk. The tracking process involves pumping 
large amounts of fluid containing highly toxic chemicals deep into the earth, right below the water table (25 the Marcell us Shale Coalition, a pro-f racking group, shows on its website). As we have diocusse:l in a series of earlier posts, and 25 the 
American Public Health Asoociction noted this month in The Nation's Health, its monthly ne,vs publication, hydraulic fracturing poses serious risks to the safety of our ground water supply-and to the vitality of humans and animals. More 
and more, weare seeing thct these risks are not hypothetical but real. Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency impl icate:l hydraulic tracking 25 a cause of contaminated ground water in Pavillion, Wyo., corroborating work by Duke 
University researchers who found that well water W25 contaminated by tracking. E~l ier this winter, the issue struck home 25 the EPA stepped in to deliver drinking wcter to residents of Dimock, Pa, whose well water W25 suspected to be 
contaminated by tracking chemicals. Our desire for national energy independence should not, and cannot, trump our need for asafegroundwater supply. If we're not careful, National Ground Water Aw~enessweEk could bocome National 
Ground Water Remembrance Week. 

NORTHCENTRALPA.C OM 
N§!_WI!;ltG~_I_$_f;l_l,ong l·laull Proposition A recent yj_oopoi1nt arti1clle 11n the Binghamton PrESS by El D's Tom Shepstone lays out the potential benefits of nctural g25 development for the Southern Tier of Ne,v York b25ed on a comparison with 
what's been happening along the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania. You can reed the original remarks on which the article is based .. h§!.Q. This argument W25 met with oome heavy .§ik.QP.tL9.i...§r.!J by a Vestal Residents for Safe Energy (VeRSE) 
member who suggested the jobs would be short-term and mostly taken by temporary workers from outside the area, while the industry contaminates the air and water_ Let me, a layman who h25 studied this issue in depth, cttempt to correct the 
rocord. 

PRESS & SUN BULLET/ N 
GwQ!?!_'y'j~poi nt Tale of two c11ti1 es shows benefits of Q<:l§QCilllj_og 
At first glance, Williamsport, Pa., and Ithaca seem similar. The cities are alike in size and population with about 30,000 residents each. In both communities, per capita income is slightly above $19,000. They aloo both sit on vast reserves of a 
natural g25 reoource, theMarcellusShale.Unfortunately, that'swherethesimilaritiesend.Williamsport'soconomy is larger and morestablethan Ithaca's, thanks in l~gepart to its decision to develop shaleg25. In 2010, when it started 
developing shale g25, Williamsport's local oconomy gre,v 7.8 percent- three times the national average- compared to Ithaca's 1 percent. The same year, Williamsport ranked se.tenth in the nction for GOP growth, while lthacagre,v at barely 
two-fifths of the national rate. The Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce estimates that up to 3,000 local jobs have been created inj ust two y&Js. 

THE STATE COLUMN 
BILgk._~tQrwm_:_jl;,nt:l_<JOgQf~ __ $peciESAct ploccs 'critters above peoplle'Republican presidential candidcteand former Pennsylvania U.S. Senator Rick Santorum on Monday expressed concerns with the Endangered Species Act, warning 
supporters that it could place" critters above people.""What we have seen under this administration is a truly radical environmental agenda," Mr. Santorum said in response to a question at the Gulf Coast Energy Summit in Biloxi, M ississipi. 
Mr. Santorum, who is campaigning in the state aheed of the Tuesday primary, w~ne:l that the la.v could me manipulated by Democrats seeking to" put critters above people 

CENTRAL PENN BUS/ NESS JOURNAL 
Ell_r_§tGJJ9.f9Y fi lies for feasi bi1ll ity study toward nw genera!i1on 
A subsidiary of Ohio-based Fi rstEnergy Corp. h25 filed a feasibility study application toward adding nw generation capacity in Ohio related to a plan to take six coal-fired power plants out of service in Maryland, Ohio and Pennsylvania, the 
company said. Fi rstEnergy Generation Corp. said it h25 made the study request with Pennsyl vani a-besed PJM Interconnection, an entity managing the transmission of electricity throughout a region of the country that includes the 
mi dstate.Fir?tf;o_qgy pi ans to retire the pi ants because of nw mercury and air toxi cs standards from the federal Environmental Protection Agency and other environmental regulations, according to a Fi rstEnergy nws rei ease. The pi ant 
retirements are subject to PJM reviw for potential rei iability impacts, the release stated. Fi rstEnergy aloo is working with PJM on other ways to ensure reliable electric service in northern Ohio, according to the release. 

NEWS & OBSERVER 
GQv,_E9f~_!dQJ?l!s9.§_1dn!!l_DQWJJg_~_trlp to Penm:Mvania to seefrocking Democratic Gov. Bev Perdue and top administration officials fle,v to Pennsylvania last week to examine drilling rigs used for shaleg25 extraction, a controversial practice 
known 25 fracking.The March 5 trip occurred without public notice from the governor's office and included meetings with oi I company representctives and local government officials who support tracking. (Perdue's office does not release a 
regul~ ochedule like other state chief executives.) The governor did not visit with local environmental groups on the trip but her spokesman said she met days prior with Sierra Club and Environmental Defense Fund officials in North C~olina. 

UN/ VERSI TY DAILY KANSAN 
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f::Et\ __ §Q_QJILtJjl§l:L<!QL§R~§ __ ~QIJ_Ltl_L!EI!9!'!0~_IS_§ll:rto~,_J29JJ!dtiQO§!§IJ~§I:~§ Lisa Jackson grevv up as ami nori ty in the Ninth Ward of Nevv Or I eans, an area struck by four hurri Gales in the I ast 100 years. ___ Jackson fi el doo questions from students, 
fcrulty and guests about the EPA's role in boosting the economy and cdvocating for a deaner environment at Spooner Hall yesterday during a visit to the University. One of the EPA's goals is to expand conversation on the environment, 
Jackson said. ___ "The EPA sets national environmental and pollution standards, while states set their own policies and extent of regulation. Jackson said national standards are important bocause"the air doesn't stay in one state, and the water 
doesn't stay on the street" Regulctions in one state can affoct the level of pollution in neighboring states; environmental justice is important on the state and national level." It's an issue of basic care and economic leveling of the playing field," 
Jackson said." Everybody should play by the same set of rules." 

LA TEST EPA PRESS RELEASE 
~~h~~lli~H~~~~~!~~~~~~~~N<!~~L~~@~l~L~P~B~~A~illoo~~Q~~"~ctocti~~manh~~and~een~ro~~and~~~co~~i~oopropries~en~ro~en~andecooo~c~~i~are 
EPA priorities," said Mathy Stanislaus, assistant cdministrator for EPA's Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response. "When property is cleanoo up and revitalizoo, the reuse may result in new income to the community in the form of 
taxes, jobs to local residents, increases to the values of properties nearby cleanoo up sites, or it may provide recreational or other services to make the community a better place to live." Si nee 1983, 1,661 sites have been listoo on the NPL. Of 
these sites, 359 sites have been deanoo up resulting in 1,302 sites currently on the NPL (including the nine sitescddoo today). There are 62 proposa:J sites (including the 10 announca:J today) a.vaiting final agency action. 
(One is in Maryland and another in Pennsylvania) 

WALL ST. JOURNAL 
E9L!_I_ty_WI?l_I_§JN9!.Er?9.~lrlfl,_~I[9QJ_9f!J9LW?t9f_PgJjl_l!!ii.Qf1 
Some energy companies, stcte regulators, accdemi cs and environmentalists are reaching consensus that natural-gas dri IIi ng has I oo to several incidents of water poll uti on-but nct bocause of fracki ng. (copy rovi doo) 

WALL ST. JOURNAL 
.E:91JJ.tY ... WI?l .. I.§ .• ..J.t:I .. 9!..E.r..?9.~ .. l..Dfl •. .I:H.9QJ.9f!Jgr __ W.?t .. 9f ... P9.1J .. l:!.tii.Qf1 
Some energy companies, stcte regulators, accdemics and environmentalists are reaching consensus that natural-gas dri I ling has loo to several incidents of water pollution-but nct bocauseof fracking.The energy officials and some 
environmentalists agree that poorly built wells are to bl~efor some cases of wcter cont~inction. In those cases, they say, wells weren't properly ~oo with subterranean cement, which allowoo cont~inantsto travel up thew ell bore from 
deep underground into shallow aquifers that provide drinking water. Many community activists have said that hydraulic fracturing itself-a pro00$thct useswcter, sand and chemicals to break up shale rocks and release gas-can pollute 
drinking water. The energy industry has counteroo that the technique, which it has usa:J for deccdes, isn't to bl~efor water contamination. The energy industry has been struggling to convince critics that fracking is safe_ If the industry can 
persucde them that the chief poll uti on risk is poor I y constructoo well s-and that risk can be mini mi zoo-it might encounter I ess resistance from the pub I i c to expanding oil-and-gas production. Mark Boling, executive vice president and general 
counsel of Southwestern Energy Co., a mcjor natural-gas producer, said he has ex~inoo several incidents in Colorcdo and Pennsylvania where gas drilling appears to have causa:J gas to get into drinking water. "Every one we identifioo was 
causa:J by a failure of the integrity of the well, and almost always it was the cement job," he said. A. Scott Anderson, a senior policy cdviser with the Environmental Defense Fund who is working with Mr. Boling, agreed. "The groundwater 
pollution incidents that have come to light to date have all been causa:J by well construction problems," hesaid.Both men are calling for a stronger set of standards for well construction, including better cementing and more testing to ensure that 
wells and cement have no leaks. Cement failures have long plaguoo the industry. Mr. Anderson estimates thct cement in about one in 10 wells fails to work properly and requires remooial work. Fooeral investigators have said that cement 
problems were a mcjor cause of the Deepwater Horizon disaster in April 2010, when natural gas escapa:J from an offshore well in the Gulf of Mexico and explodoo, killing 11 workers and setting off am~moth oil spiii.Pennsylvania and Nevv 
York have cdoptoo nevv well-construction standards to try to prevent pollution. Ohio is expectoo to issue nevv rules thisweek.Cementing is an essential aspoct of drilling. Energy companies thread steel pipes into boroo holes and &:Jueezecement 
around the pipes. The cement prevents gas or fluids from moving between the pipe and theexposa:J rock. A poorly cementoo well can create a path for contaminants to migrate upward and leech into shallow porous rocks that hold drinking 
water.Some critics say it isthefracking process itself, which takes place far underground, that can cause pollution. Wilma Subra, chairwoman of Stronger, a nonprofit group mcde up mostly of state oil-and-gas regulators, said thct cracks 
causa:J by fracking Gal extend out of the shale and "allow natural gas and frack fluids to migrate out."Others say that even if fracking is safe, it doesn't mean drilling poses an acceptable risk. "You may be able to fix one issue, but it doesn't 
makethewholedri II ing process OK," said Maya VanRossum, head of the Dela.vare Riverkeeper Network and an opponent of gas development in the river'swatershoo. Mark Zoback, a Stanford University geophysicist who servoo on the 
National Accdemy of Engineering investigation into the Deepwater Horizon blowout and more recently sat on aU .S. Energy Department committee that studioo shale production, said it is important to focus on the r~ risks."There are three 
keys-and those are well construction, well construction and well construction," he sai d.l n its August report on shale production, the Energy Department committee recommendoo that companies run tests on every well to identify i ncdequate 
cementing, and it calloo for more inspections to confirm operators promptly "repair defoctive cementing jobs." One of the largest documentoo instances of water cont~ination occurroo in Brcdford County, Pa-after wells hcd been drilloo but 
before any fracking took place. Chesapeake Energy Corp., the nation's second largest natural-gas company, has conca:Joo that poor well construction may have playoo a role in high levels of natural gas found in local aquifers, according to 
letters to state regulators.A state investigation concludoo Chesapeakefai loo to cement its wells cdequately, allowing gas to leak from pipes into the groundwater. Chesapeake agreed to pay $900,000 in fines and payments to thestcte, but never 
publidy acknowloogoo it causa:J the problem. In a news release last May, it said the investigation was "inconclusive." The company recently declinoo further comment, citing pending landowner la.vsuits. In an August 2010 letter to the state, a 
Chesapeake executive said that one of its wells "may be consideroo to be the most compelling source'' of gas that reachoo the surface_ Chesapeake found evidence suggesting the cement in one well hcd developoo small channels that allowoo 
gas to flow through it. In the settlement, Chesapeake agreed to change how it built wells in Pennsylvania It has begun using three interlocking pipes, instead of two, which cdds an cdditional barrier to prevent gas movement. The Oklahoma 
City-basa:J company said the changes would increase costs per well by upto$500,000, or about 10%. Write to Russell Gold at [t,~~l:ggl~@yy_s.l_:g:;>fD 
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